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Creative ways to celebrate Chinese ghosts

Chinese
Ghost Festival
Resource Pack
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Background
The Chinese (Hungry) Ghost Festival is 
a celebration for Chinese to connect 
with their ancestors.

Curriculum
Curriculum links in this resource pack 
cover social studies, biology, world 
language and culture.

Audience
This is suitable for a young audience. 
You can carry out these activities at  
home or as after-school activities. 
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Chinese people burn paper
offerings (贡品 gòng pǐn) to
wish their ancestors a happy
life after death. Can you
identify these paper gift
offerings?

Identify

4Art

1 2 3

4 5 6

衣服
yī fú

大房子
dà fáng zi

苹果产品
píng guǒ chǎn pǐn

宠物
chǒng wù

汽车
qì chē

纸钱
zhǐ qián
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Suona, the Chinese Clarinet

5Music

Suona, a traditional 
Chinese music instruction, 
is often played at funerals 
and weddings. Click the 
link to listen to this Suona
solo.

Suona is sometimes called the Chinese clarinet. Look at the images of a 
clarinet and a Suona. Can you spot their differences and similarities?

Clarinet
单簧管

(dān huángguǎn)

Suona
唢呐

(suǒ nà)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EWHW672PwY
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These countries also 
celebrate ghosts, can you 
find out what these 
countries are and how 
they celebrate ghosts?

6Festival

Where else celebrates ghosts?

Day of the Dead
亡灵节

(wáng líng jié)

Night Parade of 100 Demons
百鬼夜行

(bǎi guǐ yè xíng)

Halloween
万圣节

(wàn shèng jié)
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Click the link to watch a
short clip of "Spirited
Away", a moving ghost
story.

Spirited away, a ghost story

7Animation

“Spirited Away” is a 2001 Japanese animated fantasy film. It tells 
the story of a ten-year-old girl who inadvertently enters the 
world of ghosts while moving to a new neighborhood. It’s a 
story about courage, adventure and friendship.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=70NhEBzLKU8
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Figure out these English 
words and Chinese phrases 
that include ‘ghost’. Take a 
guess, what do they mean?

8Language

English words

Chinese phrases

Answers:(1) 枪手，代笔人; (2)毫无机会，不太可能; (3)从未使用过的单词形式

Ghostwriter Ghost of a chance Ghost word1 2 3

Little kid, big ghost
人小鬼大 rén xiǎo guǐ dà1

A ghost’s axe
鬼斧神工 guǐ fǔ shén gōng

2

Suspect god suspect ghost
疑神疑鬼 yí shén yí guǐ

3

A baby ghost in a heart
心怀鬼胎 xīn huái guǐ tāi

4

Answer:(1) child daring to do great mischief; (2) uncanny workmanship
(3) Suspicious; (4) to have ulterior motives
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Make a paper flower
bouquet. Make your 
flower choices and have 
fun making and mixing 
them. 

9Craft

Creating and offering a flower bouquet is a gesture of respect, love, 
and remembrance, helping both the giver and the recipient find solace 
in a time of loss. In China, it's usually shown as a big flower wreath. In 
other countries, it may be shown as a flower bouquet.

A paper flower bouquet

Lily
百合

(bǎi hé)

Tutorial

Chrysanthemums
菊花

(jú huā)

Tutorial

Carnation
康乃馨

(kāng nǎi xīn)

Tutorial

Rose
玫瑰

(méi guī)

Tutorial

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aRrJfBWCvlI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X9c2-SDzMIc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlIQAIaO2sQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XXBFxIU5jM
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Think about the type of 
ghost you want to create. 
Is it spooky, friendly, 
mysterious, or whimsical？
Design your ghost.

Design 10

Your ghost story show & tell

Where 
does it live?

What’s 
its home like?

What 
does it like?

What 
does it eat?

How does 
it look like?

What’s its 
personality?
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Join our live online event to 
unlock the secrets of the 
Chinese Ghost Festival with 
kids worldwide. Click the link
to book your place.

Unlock secretes of Chinese ghostsCelebrate

Event 11

Join an online bilingual event to discover the Who, What, When, Where, How 
and Why of the Chinese Ghost Festival. Celebrate the festival with children 
around the world to gain different cultural perspectives.

https://chineseghostfestival.eventbrite.co.uk/

